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Arrived here, the aforesaid ship's master stated that he had left
together with two other advice-boats, one bound for the city of
Santo Domingo and the other for New Spain, and that on the voyage
the others had become separated from him, and that in the neigh-
bourhood of La Dominica he discovered sails, eight or nine of which
pursued and chased him without overhauling him. He continued on
his course. From what was learned from the English themselves it is
understood that they took the other two advice-boats, this preventing
them from completing their voyage.
On receipt of this news the governor and Don Pedro Vique,
commanding the galleys on station upon this coast, each within his
own jurisdiction busied himself to make ready by land and sea.
Land defences were erected as well as it was known how to build
them, trenches were made and other military preparations effected.
The musters which were held brought out 450 to 500 Spaniards,
counting some 50 free blacks. Two companies, each 40 or 50 men,
came up from Mompox and Tolu. Three were raised in and around
Cartagena, which made five companies, and another of negroes,
six, in all not 600 men. Meanwhile the galleys, which had laid up for
the winter, were made ready, their masts set, armament placed,
crews prepared. On board them were some 160 to 180 effectives
which with the rowers made a total of about 600.
A small vessel from La Yaguana reached this city on January 25
with news that the English fleet had taken the harbour and city of
Santo Domingo, and with information concerning the organization,
quality and number of men the English had used to capture that city
and its forts, and concerning the pillaging and destruction of it which
followed. This news caused this city to arm and to intensify its efforts
to prepare for defence, although it was supposed that the Englishman
would content himself with the Santo Domingo enterprize without
desiring (p. 2) to come here, and that if he did come it would be
impossible for him to take Cartagena with such ease as he did.
Sunday, February 16, another small vessel was sighted at dawn.
It had come from the island of Santo Domingo and had called at
Rio de la Hacha and at Santa Marta with warning of the state of
affairs there and with news about the Englishman. On board this
vessel was Don Francisco Maldonado, son-in-law of the campmaster
at Rio de la Hacha. To bring this warning he had risked leaving in
said vessel from that island, where he was at the time the city fell.
He told the bishop, the governor and Don Pedro all that had
happened and occurred in that city and how by order of the presi-
dent and Audiencia, householders and persons concerned in Santo
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